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Our Next Big Adventure Explained
     

I wrote in my last prayer update mentioning our next big adventure and asking you to pray
for us. For years we've been meeting as one group, in various rented facilities hoping to
establish ourselves as a larger feature in the Massey Community. With the desire to see
the spread of God's Kingdom and the maturity of His followers we've decided to multiply
our church into three groups that are now meeting out of each other's houses. Every eight
weeks we'll gather back together as a large group to help maintain our connection to each
other, to hear how things are going in the other groups in order to offer our support, to
celebrate what God is doing through each group and to be reminded why we're doing what
we're doing. Each group has it's own flavor if you will, but all focused on the same eternal
truths. We're currently just over half way through our initial pilot period which was set at six
months. At the end of that six months we'll take a survey of sorts and adapt accordingly.
What excites me the most about this decision is the inclusion of everyone into this process,
it's sustainability, and it's reproducability. 

With any shift there are always some difficulties to navigate and not all will be happy with it.
There is no exemption here. Some have experienced a loss of connection and fellowship,



some have been concerned about our ability to make an impact as small groups rather
than one large group and some are morning a loss for their kids as the children they used
to play with weekly aren't seen as frequently . Sadly for my group specifically I've seen
some real inconsistency in attendance. People who we're formerly concerned about
coming to a "normal church" gathering, are now even fickle in their attempts to come to our
house.

We've learned a lot in this short amount of time; the absolute necessity of prayer, the
importance of meeting with people more throughout the week to provide encouragement,
empowerment and genuine love, providing stronger structures for people to feed
themselves throughout the week so when they come on Sunday they are more willing and
equipped to shoulder the needs of those around them and the greater vision for God's
Kingdom, how essential it is to keep pointing people back to the Word rather than any
wisdom we could provide, and lastly, the absolute necessity of prayer. 

Thankfully we've also had some great highlights amongst all the learnings and struggles.
When we meet as a large group every eight weeks, anyone and everyone is accounted for
and engage with one another a whole lot more. Our signing is more precious to us. Not
every group sings, and we were never a church that was well skilled in the first place, I
know I was and still am in the cringe worthy category. Two family units are meeting with the
Cherry's to further their abilities to lead their own group at their house. Another group of
followers outside of DC who've been meeting out of their houses as well, have expressed
interest in wanting to join our fold and possibly come under our umbrella. Lastly, and this is
a bit more specific to me, I feel a greater sense of peace in our ability as a church to reach
the masses and leave behind a group of followers who can sustain themselves and
reproduce themselves. 

Last prayer update I requested your prayers for unity, the Spirit's conviction, discipleship,
and faithfulness. These are my continued prayer requests. Pray also for me specifically
that I lead my group with holiness and reverence for God's work in all mankind.  



Some Really Awesome Visitors!!!



 
I can't begin to tell you how great it was to have Phil and Dene from the

Green Lawn Church come visit us and share with them some of the great
things God is doing in this country. They fit a lot into the short time frame
they we here. It was encouraging to say the least. People they got to visit

with still ask about them.

We look forward to your next visit you two! Thank you for all you do to help
us be able to serve our Creator in the way we do.  

 

Discipleship & Outreach

Chaplaincy at Taniwha 
 
   At the moment there is very little I have to offer in the way of an update about this
part of my ministry. I miss the people, the community and the putting my hands to
some wood while sharing life with others. The leader of this group, Grant has been
hard at work trying to find a new location for this ministry to continue. There is an



organisation that has said they are willing to be his sponsor and governing body but
can't currently offer their facilities as a place to use. The Corban's Estate is the
organisation and they host several art expose throughout the Henderson community,
which is Massey's (where I live) neighbor. The organisation that Taniwha Tales was
under, that has now taken over the lease at Poppie's factory, continues to do good
things for our communities at risk population, but I still haven't found my place to be
of help and a strong ambassador for the gospel. Right now I continue to offer my
support to Grant and pray for Taniwha's next steps. 

 

Sky High: Thursday Group

     Do you ever have a group of people that pull at your heart and you just yearn for
them to know Christ and the power of His love? Some brokenness is just so clear
and telling that you wish God would jump down from heaven and reveal all He has in
store for them and that they couldn't help but fall on their knees in obedience.
Instead, in His eternal wisdom He sends you and I into their lives to reveal the way. I
love the people in this group but the burden is so much bigger than me. Thankfully
God knows this and reminds me of His presence throughout.

     Now that winter is here, people tend to withdraw and stay home rather than come



to group. Fair enough, cold is cold and when you're warm who wants to go out into
the cold again. But when they do come several people say the group is the highlight
of their week, and that every time they come even though they didn't want to, the
group was exactly what they needed. When they say stuff like that I give them a
cheeky look and say 'oh really, tell me more'. For now, the priority is staying the
course, being a constant in people's lives which are otherwise hectic. 

     Please pray for seeds that have been planted to start to sprout, that there are lots
of outside group meet ups with the members so everyone can get the support they
need, and for me as a messenger of the good news 
    

Some Obedience Is Needed
 
     Three people have expressed interest in baptism that could use your prayers.
Two of them I've been able to study with and have left the ball in their court and have
revisited the topic with each of them on several occasions. Sadly I've seen the
parable of the soils become all to true with the worries of this world restricting them
from obedience. The third person only told me just the other day that they would be
interested to know more about what the Bible has to say. When asked if they wanted
to talk about it right then, they said we'll sort out another time to do so. I don't know
about you but I struggle with these moments. This is eternity we're talking about here
people, let's not treat it like some casual stroll through the park. You apply as much
"pressure" that you feel is respectful then all you can do is wait. As a person who
likes to do renovations and various DIY projects, all I want to do is pull out the
metaphorical hammer and bash everything into place then let the nail gun do what it
does to keep things there, give them some love from the circular saw to cut off that
extra baggage and let the grinder lose in order to smooth out those imperfections,
then lather them up with some polyurethane sealant so they can handle the bumps
and bruises of life and have a nice shine! Then stand back and say "ta-da, see what I
did, perfect". Surly I'm not the only one that wants to do this, right?  

 

A little about us 



 
Outside Office

     Well, we finally did it. We got my office space all sorted and now Miles has his own
room and the guest bedroom / baby number 2's room is free. I'm pretty happy how it turned
out. I bought a bare bones structure that a guy built using leftover materials as a delivery
man for construction crews. I used some pallet wood for the wall coverings, some sheets
of aluminium as a "white board" wall, and several pieces of office furniture that I bought
super cheap and spiffied up. It still needs some organisation to it, but it's a fully self-
contained unit and I can now officially say, "step into my office"



 
Miles at Daycare

     Miles is now almost a full two months into daycare at two days a week. The past two
drop offs he didn't cry when we told him we had to leave. Morgan got lucky cause I had
been doing the drop offs since his beginning there and the first time she drops him off he
doesn't cry. He's doing so well there and all the staff love him. In true Miles form, anytime
he can find something that resembles a ball and or hoop, he has one of the staff hold it so
he can throw whatever he's decided is a ball through it. A current highlight of Miles' life is
going to a store that has a ball isle and us letting him pick out whatever tickles his fancy
and kicking or throwing it up and down said isle. It's an easy way to kill half an hour. 

 
Mo and Baby

     For those of you who haven't heard, Morgan and I are having a girl. We're pretty excited
about having both a boy and a girl. Everything in the pregnancy continues to go well,
steady heartbeat, good growth rate, etc. Mo however is still unwell with a cold that's been
going on over two weeks now. Sore throat, congested / blocked nose, and a cough. We've
tried so much stuff to help relieve the pain and symptoms but it wasn't until the doc gave
her some antibiotics that any real relief happened. She's still not totally cured but thankfully
it's on the mend and the baby hasn't been affected, at least as far as we can tell. Mo tried



to go in to her last two days of work before maternity leave and they told her to go home
and to not bother finishing her last day. I've got some serious respect for that woman, she's
top notch. 
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